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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 991  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY FREIND, ARTY, TRELLO, SWEET, KUKOVI CH, REBER,
M LLER, M COZZI E, GALLAGHER, NOYE, BELARDI, JOHNSON, M VERRY,
PRATT, CLYMER, PETERSON, FISCHER AND E. Z. TAYLOR, MAY 11,
1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 11, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 22, 1953 (P.L.1344, No.383), entitled

"An act relating to marriage; and anmendi ng, revising,

consolidating and changing the law relating thereto,"

providing for an inmunity test for rubella.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5 of the act of August 22, 1953
(P.L.1344, No.383), known as The Marriage Law, is anended by
addi ng a clause to read:

Section 5. Restrictions on the Issue of Marriage License.--
No license to marry shall be issued by any clerk of the orphans'
court:

* * %

(a.1) (1) Until the fennle applicant, if of chil dbearing

age, has been advised as to the dangers of rubella (Gernan

measl es) and has been notified of the appropri ate exam nati on as

deterni ned by the Departnent of Health.

(2) The Departnent of Health shall provide the clerk of the
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orphans' court with cards which will properly advise the

appl i cant pursuant to subcl ause (1).

(3) The cards shall contain the foll owi ng i nformation:

(i) Notice that it has been clearly deternined that a wonan

who contracts rubella while pregnant stands a significantly

i ncreased chance of giving birth to a child affected by a birth

def ect .

(ii) Her physician may adm ni ster rubella i nmuni zati on.

Medi cal evi dence has indicated that this i nmuni zation i s

effecti ve.

(iii) Because of nmedical evidence, it is strongly

reconmended that a wonman should refrain from becom ng pregnant

for at least three (3) nonths fromthe date of said

i muni zati on. A worman shoul d not be i nmuni zed whil e she is

pregnant or possi bly pregnant.

(iv) Such other information as the Departnent of Health

deens advi sabl e.

* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 22.1. Duti es of Departnent of Health.--The

Departnment of Health shall be required to highlight the probl ens

caused by rubella in its public educati on prograns.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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