SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 949, 1656 PRINTER S NO. 1950

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 861 %

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, LYNCH, RUDY, JADLOW EC, LLOYD AND HESS,
FEBRUARY 14, 1995

SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS
AMENDED, MAY 22, 1995
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1929 (P.L.1798, No.591), entitled
"An act providing a fixed charge, payable by the
Commonweal th, on lands acquired by the State and t he Federal
Governnment for forest reserves, or for the purpose of
preserving and perpetuating a portion of the original forests
of Pennsylvani a, and preserving and nai ntai ning the sane as
public places and parks; and the distribution of the sanme for
county, school, township, and road purposes in the counties,
school districts, and townshi ps where such forests are
| ocat ed; and maki ng an appropriation,” increasing the anount
pai d by the Comonweal t h; PROVI DI NG FOR AN ANNUAL CHARCE FOR <—
TAX- EXEMPT LANDS; AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR Tl MBER, WOOD
PRODUCTS AND GAS AND O L GROUND RENTALS AND ROYALTI ES.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of May 17, 1929 (P.L.1798,
No. 591), referred to as the Forest Reserves Minicipal Financial
Rel i ef Law, anended February 24, 1984 (P.L.101, No.20), is
amended to read:

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That (a) fromand after the
passage of this act, all |lands heretofore or hereafter acquired

by the Conmonweal th, or by the Governnment of the United States,
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for forest reserves or for the purpose of preserving and

per petuating any portion of the original forests of Pennsylvania
and preserving and maintaining the same as public places and

par ks, and which, by existing |laws, are now exenpt from
taxation, and all lands and property heretofore or hereafter
acquired for the purpose of conservation of water, or to prevent
fl ood conditions, upon which a tax is inposed by existing | aws
payabl e by the Commonweal th, shall hereafter be subject to an

annual charge of [twenty] ferty TH RTY- THREE cents per acre, for

the benefit of the county in which said |ands are | ocat ed,

[twenty] ferty THI RTY- THREE cents per acre for the benefit of

the schools in the respective school districts in which such

| ands are |l ocated, and [twenty] ferty THI RTY- THREE cents per

acre for the benefit of the township where such |lands are

| ocat ed, which charge shall be payable by the Commonweal th. (b)
Except as hereinafter provided, the annual charge payable by the
Commonweal th on | and acquired by the Governnent of the United
States for forest reserves is to continue only until the

recei pts of noney by treasurers and townshi p supervisors of the
said counties and school districts and townships in which
national forest reserves are |ocated, provided for in act of
April twenty-seventh, one thousand nine hundred twenty-five,
Panphl et Laws, three hundred twenty-four, shall equal or exceed
t he amount paid by the Commonwealth in |ieu of taxes. This
subsection shall not apply to the annual charge per acre for the
benefit of the county in which the I and acquired by the
Governnent of the United States for forest reserves is |ocated
for the years one thousand nine hundred fifty-three, one

t housand ni ne hundred fifty-four, one thousand nine hundred

fifty-five, one thousand nine hundred fifty-six, and this
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subsection shall not apply to two and one-half cents of the

annual charge per acre for the benefit of the county in which

the land acquired by the Governnment of the United States for

forest reserves is located for any year thereafter. The charges

for the benefit of the county for these years shall be paid by

t he Commonweal th. All charges payabl e by the Commonweal t h under

the provisions of this act shall be paid on or before the first

day of Septenber of each year.
SECTION 2. THE ACT | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ: <—
SECTION 3. TEN PERCENT OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED BY THE

PENNSYLVANI A GAME COWM SSI ON AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL

RESOURCES THROUGH THE SALE OF TI MBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS, GAS AND

O L GROUND RENTALS AND ROYALTIES AND ALL OTHER RENTALS FROM

LANDS ACQUI RED BY THE COMMONVEALTH FOR THE PURPOSES ENUMERATED

IN SECTION 1, SHALL, WTH N TH RTY DAYS OF RECEI PT OF THE

REVENUE, BE PAID TO THE TREASURER OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE LAND

FROM VH CH THE REVENUE | S GENERATED | S LOCATED. AFTER RECEI VI NG

THE REVENUE, THE COUNTY TREASURER SHALL DI SBURSE FORTY PERCENT

OF THE REVENUE TO THE SCHOOL DI STRICT AND THI RTY PERCENT OF THE

REVENUE TO THE TOMSHI P I N WH CH THE REVENUE HAD BEEN GENERATED.

THE TREASURER SHALL RETAIN THE REMAI NI NG THI RTY PERCENT FOR THE

BENEFI T OF THE COUNTY.

SECTION 3. THE PORTI ON OF ANY LAND OMNED BY THE COMVONWEALTH
VWH CH, PURSUANT TO EXI STI NG LAW | S EXEMPT FROM TAXATI ON,
I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO LAND HELD AS A FOREST RESERVE OR
FOR THE PURPCSE OF PRESERVI NG AND PERPETUATI NG ANY PORTI ON OF
THE ORI G NAL FORESTS OF THE COMMONVWEALTH AND PRESERVI NG AND
MAI NTAI NI NG THE SAME AS PUBLI C PLACES AND PARKS, LAND ACQUI RED
OR USED PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF JUNE 22, 1964 (SP.SESS., P.L.131,
NO. 8), KNOMW AS THE PRQIECT 70 LAND ACQUI SI TI ON AND BORROW NG
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ACT, OR LAND ADM NI STERED PURSUANT TO 34 PA.C.S. WH CH I S LEASED
AT 90% OR MORE OF | TS FAI R MARKET VALUE FOR RESI DENTI AL OR
COMVERCI AL PURPCSES OTHER THAN FOR AGRI CULTURAL OPERATI ONS AND
VWH CH CONSI STS OF 75 OR MORE LEASED PARCELS OF LAND SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO AN ANNUAL CHARGE FOR THE BENEFI T OF THE COUNTY, LOCAL
MUNI CI PALI TY AND SCHOOL DI STRICT IN WH CH SUCH LANDS ARE LOCATED
EQUAL TO THE TAX WHI CH EACH OF THOSE TAXI NG AUTHORI TI ES WOULD BE
ENTI TLED TO COLLECT ON SUCH LEASED PARCELS BUT FOR THE
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COMWONVEALTH S TAX- EXEMPT STATUS.

Section 2 4. This act shall take effect July—23—3995JULY 1 - <—
1996~ AS FOLLOWS:
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(1) THE ADDI TION OF SECTION 3 OF THE ACT SHALL TAKE

=
w

EFFECT JULY 1, 1996.

H
o

(2) TH'S SECTI ON SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.

=Y
(63}

(3) THE REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT JULY 1,

=Y
(e}

1995.
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