PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 923 PRINTER S NO. 1959

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 838 %

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, CLARK, CALTAG RONE, PITTS, DeLUCA,
NAI LOR, CONTI, PERZEL, ROONEY, GEI ST, BIRMELIN, FICHTER,
KREBS, HERSHEY, RAYMOND, STERN, DRUCE, RYAN, LLOYD, HANNA,

KING LYNCH HERVAN, FARGO, TIGUE, DALEY, GODSHALL, KUKOVI CH,

TRELLO, SAYLOR, D. W SNYDER, TRUE, BATTI STO, SATHER, HESS,
PH LLI PS, M COZZI E, MELI O CGRUPPO, MERRY, BELFANTI,

E. Z. TAYLOR, STISH MARS|I CO, FLEAGLE, TULLI, BARLEY,
DEMPSEY, MASLAND, BUNT, BAKER, BLAUM NAI TLAND, SEMVEL,
J. TAYLOR, FLICK, LEH, FARMER, M LLER, CHADW CK, EGCLF,
SCHULER, FEESE, L. |. COHEN, RUBLEY, PETTIT, ZI MMERNVAN,

HARHART, M N. WRI GHT, Cl VERA, ZUG CORNELL, PLATTS, G ADECK,

BROW AND STRI TTMATTER, FEBRUARY 14, 1995

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 23, 1995
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the

Judi ci al Council of Pennsyl vani a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "governing authority” in
section 102 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes is anmended and the section is amended by addi ng a
definition to read:

§ 102. Definitions.
Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent

provisions of this title which are applicable to specific

provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when



used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:
* %
["CGoverning authority."
(1) The Suprene Court; or
(2) any agency or unit of the unified judicial system
exercising a power or performng a duty pursuant to section

1721 (relating to del egation of powers).]

"CGoverning authority." The Judicial Council of Pennsyl vani a.
* * *
"Judicial Council." The Judicial Council of Pennsylvani a

est abl i shed under Subchapter C of Chapter 3 (relating to

Judi ci al Council of Pennsyl vani a).

* * %

Section 2. Sections 103, 301 and 325 of Title 42 are anended
to read:

8§ 103. Principles of construction.

(a) Necessary powers conferred.--The provisions of this
title shall be construed so as to vest in the unified judicial
system and in the personnel of the system power to do all things
that are reasonably necessary for the proper execution and
adm nistration of their functions within the scope of their
respective jurisdiction.

(b) No inference fromexpress grant of powers.--The
inclusion in this title of provisions derived fromor based on
the text of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and the
specification in this title of the powers of the unified
judicial systemis for the avoi dance of potential controversy
and the convenient codification of the powers of the system from

what ever source derived and shall not be construed as a
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determi nation by the General Assenbly that any of such powers

are or are not inherent in the [Suprenme Court] Judicial Counci

or the other agencies and units of the system under the
Constitution of Pennsylvania or otherw se.
§ 301. Unified judicial system

The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a
uni fied judicial systemconsisting of the:

(1) Judicial Council.

[(1)] (2) Suprene Court.
[(2)] (3) Superior Court.
[(3)] (4) Comonwealth Court.
[(4)] (5) Courts of common pl eas.
[(5)] (6) Community courts.
[(6)] (7) Philadel phia Minicipal Court.
[(7)] (8) Pittsburgh Magistrates Court.
[(8)] (9) Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.
[(9)] (10) District justices.
Al'l courts and district justices and their jurisdiction shall be
inthis unified judicial system
§ 325. Chief Justice and president judges.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The Chief Justice of Pennsylvania [and
the] shall be selected by the Governor from anong the sitting
. . o L i (ol ) I -
JUSTI CES. HE SHALL SERVE AS CHI EF JUSTI CE OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR SO <—

LONG AS HE REMAINS A SITTI NG JUSTI CE AND SHALL CONTI NUE TO BE

SUBJECT TO THE RETI REMENT PROVI SIONS CF ARTICLE V OF THE

CONSTI TUTI ON OF PENNSYLVANIA. _THE CHI EF JUSTI CE OF PENNSYLVAN A

MAY RESI GN SUCH POSI TI ON AND REVAIN A MEMBER OF THE COURT. A

VACANCY IN THE OFFI CE OF CH EF JUSTI CE OF PENNSYLVANI A SHALL BE

FI LLED BY APPO NTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR.
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(A.1) THE PRESI DENT JUDGES OF ALL COURTS W TH SEVEN OR LESS
j udges shall be the judge | ongest in continuous service on their
respective courts. In the event of his resignation fromthis
position the judge next |ongest in continuous service shall be
the [Chief Justice of Pennsylvania or the] president judge.
Shoul d any two or nore judges of the sanme court assune office at
the sane tinme, they shall cast lots forthwith for priority of
commi ssion, and certify the results to the Governor who shal
i ssue their comm ssions accordingly.

(b) Courts of eight or nore judges.--The president judges of
all courts with eight or nore judges shall be selected for five-
year terns by the nmenbers of their respective courts. In the

event of a tie vote for the office of president judge, the

[ Supreme Court] JUDIClI AL COUNCI L shall appoint as president

j udge one of the judges receiving the highest nunber of votes.

(c) Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.--Notw thstandi ng any
ot her provision of this section, the President Judge of the
Traffic Court of Philadel phia shall be appointed by the Governor
for a five-year termor at the pleasure of the Governor

(d) Resignation and tenporary inability.--[The Chief Justice
of Pennsylvania or a] A president judge may resign such position
and remain a nmenber of the court.

(e) Powers of president judge.--Except as otherw se provided
or prescribed by this title, by general rule or by order of the
governing authority, the president judge of a court shall:

(1) Be the executive and adm nistrative head of the
court, supervise the judicial business of the court,

pronmul gate all adm nistrative rules and regul ati ons, nake al

judicial assignments, and assign and reassign anong the

per sonnel of the court avail abl e chanbers and ot her physi cal
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facilities.

(2) Exercise the powers of the court under section
2301(a)(2) (relating to appoi ntnment of personnel).
Section 3. Chapter 3 of Title 42 is anended by adding a

subchapter to read:

CHAPTER 3

GENERAL STRUCTURE AND POVERS
* x *
SUBCHAPTER C
JUDI CI AL COUNCI L OF PENNSYLVAN A
Sec.
341. Establishnent.
342. Powers and duties in general.
343. Conposition.
344. Organi zation and procedure.
345. Legislative matters.
346. Recommendations to Suprene Court.
347. Authority.
348. Allocation of adm nistrative powers and duti es.
349. Ceneral admi nistration of unified judicial system
§ 341. Establishment.
There is hereby established the Judicial Council of

Pennsyl vani a.

§ 342. Powers and duties in general.

The Judi ci al Counci | —tegether—wth—the Chief—Justiceofthe <—
Suprere—Court— shall exercise general supervisory and

adm nistrative authority over all the courts and justices of the
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4 § 343. Conposition.

5 (a) GCeneral rule.--The Judicial Council shall consist of the

6 follow ng nenbers:

7 (1) The Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, WHO SHALL PRESIDE <—
8 AS CHAI RVAN

9 (2) The Court Adm nistrator of Pennsyl vani a.

10 (3) A judge of the Superior Court selected by the

11 Superior Court.

12 (4) A judge of the Conmmonweal th Court sel ected by the

13 Commonweal th Court.

14 (5)—Fhe President—Judge—of the Courtof ConmonPleas—of <—
15 Phitadelphi-a—County—

16 6y The Prestdent Judge of the Court of Comron Pleas of

17 AHeghery—County—

18 H—TFhree (5) FIVE judges of the courts of commopn pleas <—
19 appoi nted by the Chief Justice of the Suprenme Court from

20 AMONG THE judici al districts ether—thanthe Fi+rst—andFiith <—
21 Judi-etal—bistriets, one of whom shall be assi gned permanently

22 to an orphans court division, and no nore than one of whom

23 shall be fromthe sanme judicial district.

24 8} (6) One nenber appointed by the chief Justice of the <—

25 Suprenme Court from anong judges of the eemmunity—eourts—the <—
26 Phi | adel phi a Munici pal Court and the Philadelphia—Traffiec <—
27 . : he i . Y | P I I

28 potice—ragistrates— M NOR JUDI Cl ARY. <—
29 9> (7) Three nonjudge nenbers of the bar of the Suprene <—
30 Court appointed by the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court.
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(b) Ternms and vacanci es. --Each nmenber of the Judici al
Counci | who does not hold office ex officio shall hold office
for a termof three years and until his successor has been
sel ected or appointed or until his earlier death, resignation,

di squalification or renmoval. The terns of nmenbers shall comrence
on March 1. A vacancy on the Judicial Council shall be filled by
the respective selecting or appointing authority for the bal ance
of the term A nenber may be sel ected or reappoi nted any nunber
of tinmes. A nenber shall be renoved automatically if he shal

for any reason becone disqualified for original selection or
appoi nt ment .

(c) Conpensation.--Mnbers, other than judges and ex officio
menbers, shall be conpensated for their services as the Chief <—
Justiece—of theSupreme—Court JUDI Cl AL COUNCI L shal |l prescribe. <—
Al'l nmenbers shall be reinbursed for expenses necessarily
incurred in the discharge of their official duties.

(d) Staff.--The Judicial Council shall appoint the Court
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania and may appoi nt such ot her
of ficers and enpl oyees as may be necessary and proper for the
pronpt and proper disposition of the business of all courts and
justices of the peace.

8§ 344. (Organization and procedure.

(a) Oficers.--The Chief Justice shall be chairman and the
Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania shall be secretary of the
Judi ci al Council of Pennsylvania. Annually, the Judicial Counci
shal | el ect such other officers of the Judicial Council as it
deens necessary, who shall hold office at the pleasure of the
Judi ci al Council. The Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania shal
be the chief adm nistrative officer of the Judicial Council and

shal |l provide staff assistance for the Judicial Council.
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(b) Meetings. - - Except—as—otherwse providedbythe Judiectal-
Couneit—the THE regul ar neetings of the Judicial Council shal
be held at such tine withinthe secondandthird-weekspreceding
each—regular—sesston—of the Supreme—Court as may be specified by
the Chief Justice or on the third Monday precedi ng each sueh
sessten REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE SUPREME COURT if no other date is
speci fied by the Chief Justice. Special neetings of the Judicial
Council may be called by the Chief Justice or the Court
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania and in such manner as may be
provi ded by the Judicial Council.

(c) Quorum--A mgjority of the nmenbers of the Judicial
Council in office shall be a quorum

(d) Proceedings. --Except as otherw se provided by |aw, the
proceedi ngs of the Judicial Council shall be governed by general
rul e adopted by the Judicial Council.

§ 345. Legislative matters.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Ether house of the General Assenbly nay,
by resolution, enter any question or matter which could be
regul ated by statute or which relates to judicial practice or
procedure upon the agenda of the Judicial Council, with like
effect as if submtted by a nmenber of the Judicial Council.
Whenever a question or matter is pending before the Judici al
Counci | under this subsection, the President pro tenpore of the
Senate may appoi nt one nenber of the Senate and the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives may appoi nt one nenber of the House
of Representatives who shall receive notice of all the neetings
of the Judicial Council at which the question or matter is
pendi ng and who shall have the right to attend such neetings and
to be heard and to vote upon such question or matter.

(b) Status of |egislative nenbers.--Mnbers appointed to the
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Judi ci al Council under subsection (a) shall not be counted for
guor um pur poses under section 344(c) (relating to quorum.
8§ 346. Recommendations to Suprene Court.

The Judicial Council shall recommend to the Suprene Court
such orders and general rules and changes therein within the
Judicial Council's Constitutional or statutory authority which
the Judicial Council finds necessary or desirable for the

pronpt, fair and efficient adm nistration of justice. Fhe <—

Suprene—Court—shat—adept—the—orders—and—general—rules—and

changes recommended-by the Judicial—Council— THE SUPREME COURT <—
SHALL ADOPT OR REJECT, BUT MAY NOT MODI FY, RECOMMENDED RULES OR

RULE CHANGES W THI N 90 DAYS OF THEI R SUBM SSI ON BY THE JUDI Cl AL
COUNCI L. | F REJECTED, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL RETURN THE
RECOVMENDED RULES OR RULE CHANGES TO THE COUNCI L W TH THE
COURT' S OBJECTIONS. | F THE SUPREME COURT DCES NOT ADCPT OR
REJECT RECOMVENDED RULES OR RULE CHANGES W THI N 90 DAYS OF THEIR
SUBM SSI ON, THEN THE RECOMVENDED RULES OR RULE CHANGES SHALL
TAKE EFFECT AS | F ADOPTED BY THE SUPREME COURT. The Judi ci al
Council shall nake recommendations to the Suprene Court on any
matter referred to it by the court.
§ 347. Authority.
The Judicial Council shall have the follow ng powers and
duties:
(1) To recomrend to the General Assenbly changes in the
nunber and boundaries of judicial districts.
(2) To recomrend to the General Assenbly an increase or
reduction in the Constitutional or statutory conpl enent of
j udges of any court.
(3) To recomrend to the General Assenbly changes in the

classification of magisterial districts.
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(4) To recomrend to the General Assenbly the
establ i shnent of salaries, enolunments, retirement benefits,

m | eage, per diem travel and other expense all owance w thin

their jurisdiction.

(5) To recomrend to the General Assenbly such ot her
structural changes in the unified judicial systemand in
offices related to and serving the unified judicial system as
it shall find to be necessary or desirable for the pronpt,
fair and efficient adm nistration of justice.

§ 348. Allocation of adm nistrative powers and duties.

The Judi cial Council shall have the power by order in
specific cases to define the relative adm nistrative powers,
duties and responsibilities of the Court Adm nistrator of
Pennsyl vania, district court adm nistrators, president judges,
adm ni strative judges of divisions and other system and rel ated
personnel . The Judicial Council under this section may specify
who shal |l exercise the power of appointnent and renoval of the
several classes of personnel of the system
8§ 349. Ceneral admnistration of unified judicial system

The Judicial Council shall have the power:

(1) TO TEMPORARI LY ASSI GN JUDGES AND JUSTI CES OF THE <—
PEACE FROM ONE COURT OR DI STRICT TO ANOTHER AS | T DEEMS
APPROPRI ATE. THE JUDI Cl AL COUNCI L SHALL HAVE NO AUTHORI TY TO
ASSI GN JUDGES TO THE SUPREME COURT, THE SUPERI OR COURT OR THE
COVMONVEALTH COURT.

5 (2) To reviewthe tentative budget requests of the <—
unified judicial systemprepared by the Court Adm nistrator
of Pennsylvania, to make such nodifications therein as inits
j udgnent are necessary or desirable and to approve a fi nal

budget request for the unified judicial systemwhich shal
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then be forwarded to the Secretary of the Budget and the
CGeneral Assenbly. The Judicial Council shall prepare such
budgetary requests in accordance with Constitutional
provi si ons and st at ut es.

2> (3) To fix the extent of the authority of the Court <—
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania to purchase goods or services
for the unified judicial systemfromfunds appropriated to
the unified judicial system including the rental of space
and requests for the construction or nodification of
Commonweal th facilities to be utilized by the unified
judicial system

3> (4) To fix the extent of the authority of the Court <—
Adm ni strator of Pennsylvania to approve or di sapprove
requests for the purchase of goods or services by other
personnel of the system from funds appropriated to the
unified judicial system including the rental of space and
requests for the construction or nodification of Commonweal t h
facilities to be utilized by the unified judicial system

4> (5) To approve or disapprove requests of the type <—
specified in paragraphs 2—anrd—-{3) (3) AND (4) which exceed <—
the authority delegated to the Court Adm nistrator of
Pennsyl vani a.

5> (6) To approve or disapprove transfers of unexpended <—
funds fromthe purpose for which they were originally
budgeted to any other |awful purpose of the unified judicial
system

6} (7) To exercise on behalf of the unified judicial <—
system such powers which nmay by | aw or Constitution be vested
in the Judicial Council or other entities of the unified

judicial systemto fix filing fees for the commencenent of
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any matter before any court or justice of the peace, fees
whi ch unified judicial systemand rel ated personnel shall be
entitled to collect for services perfornmed, fees and expenses
to be received by jurors and w tnesses and standards
governing the inposition and taxation of costs, including the
specification of the itenms which shall constitute taxable
costs and the di sbursenent of costs.
Section 4. Sections 501 and 502 of Title 42 are anended to
read:
§ 501. Suprene Court.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Suprene Court of Pennsyl vania shal

consi st of the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania and six associ ate
justices. The court shall be the highest court of this
Commonweal th [and in it shall be reposed the suprene judicial
power of the Commonweal th].

(b)Y Certain powers rescinded. --Fhe EXCEPT AS PROVI DED BY <—

STATUTE, THE Suprene Court shall not have King's Bench power.

8§ 502. Ceneral powers of Supreme Court.

The Suprene Court shall have and exercise the powers vested
init by the Constitution of Pennsylvania[, including the power
generally to mnister justice to all persons and to exercise the
powers of the court, as fully and anply, to all intents and
pur poses, as the justices of the Court of King' s Bench, Conmmon
Pl eas and Exchequer, at Westm nster, or any of them could or
m ght do on May 22, 1722. The Suprene Court shall al so have and
exercise the foll ow ng powers:

(1) Al powers necessary or appropriate in aid of its
original and appellate jurisdiction which are agreeable to

t he usages and principles of |aw

(2) The] and powers vested in it by statute, including
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the provisions of this title.
. . . e Tt . Led. -
. . . ’ | Tt o
to—+ead:-
SECTI ON 5. SECTIONS 503(A), 504, 543 AND 563 OF TITLE 42 ARE <—
AVMENDED TO READ
8§ 503. REASSI GNVENT OF MATTERS
(A) GENERAL RULE. --THE [ SUPREME COURT] JUDI Cl AL COUNCI L NMNAY

BY GENERAL RULE PROVI DE FOR THE ASSI GNMENT AND REASSI GNVENT OF
CLASSES OF MATTERS AMONG THE SEVERAL COURTS OF THI S COMVONWEALTH
AND THE DI STRI CT JUSTI CES AS THE NEEDS OF JUSTI CE SHALL REQUI RE.
[AND ALL LAWS SHALL BE SUSPENDED TO THE EXTENT THAT THEY ARE
| NCONSI STENT W TH SUCH GENERAL RULES. ]

* x *
§ 504. Seat of court.

The regul ar sessions of the Supreme Court shall be held in
the facility specified in section 3701 (relating to Pennsyl vani a
Judicial Center) [and el sewhere as prescribed by general rule].

Each justice shall be provided with suitable chanbers and ot her

facilities at the seat of governnment ONLY. NO JUSTI CE SHALL HAVE <—

CHAMBERS OR FACI LI TI ES OTHER THAN THOSE PROVI DED AT THE

PENNSYLVANI A JUDI CI AL CENTER. The intention of this provision is

to render the court and the justices thereof avail able at the

seat of governnent for the conduct of routine and energency

judi ci al busi ness.

§ 543. Seat of court.

[ The regul ar sessions of the Superior Court shall be held fFat <—
the cities of Harrisburg, Philadel phia and Pittsburgh and
el sewhere as prescribed by general rule or rule of court.] r <—

he facili fied | : ol at I :
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o I F 1 ab I F F I
| F . |  Ldieial busi .
(A)  REGULAR SESSI ONS. - - THE REGULAR SESSI ONS OF THE SUPERIOR  <—

COURT_SHALL BE HELD IN THE FACILITY SPECIFIED I N SECTI ON 3701

(RELATI NG TO PENNSYLVANI A JUDI CI AL_CENTER) AND ELSEVWHERE AS

PROVI DED | N SUBSECTI ON (B). EACH JUDGE SHALL BE PROVI DED W TH

SU TABLE CHAMBERS AND OTHER FACILITIES AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT

ONLY. NO JUDGE SHALL HAVE CHAMBERS OR FACI LI TIES OTHER THAN

THOSE PROVI DED AT THE PENNSYLVANI A JUDI Cl AL_CENTER.  THE

INTENTION OF THI'S PROVISION IS TO RENDER THE COURT_AND THE

JUDGES THEREOF AVAI LABLE, EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (B),

AT _THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE CONDUCT OF ROUTI NE_AND

EMERGENCY JUDI Cl AL_BUSI NESS.

(B) OTHER SESSIONS.--WTH N THE LIMTS OF AVAI LABLE

APPROPRI ATI ONS, SESSI ONS OF THE COURT_NMAY BE HELD FROM TI ME TO

TIME FOR THE CONVEN ENCE OF PARTIES OR WTNESSES, OR BOIH, IN

THE INTEREST OF JUSTICE, IN SUCH JUDICIAL DI STRICTS OF TH' S

COMVONVEALTH AS MAKE AVAI LABLE W THOUT _COST TO THE COMVONWEALTH

SU TABLE COURTROOM AND RELATED PHYSI CAL FACI LI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG

BUT NOT LIMTED TO PH LADELPH A AND Pl TTSBURGH.

§ 563. Seat of court.
F(a) Regul ar sessions.--}The regul ar sessions of the <—
Commonweal th Court shall be held [at the seat of government and

el sewhere as provided in subsection (b).] in the facility

specified in section 3701 (relating to Pennsyl vani a Judi ci al

Center) AND AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTION (B). Each judge shall be <—

provi ded with suitable chanbers and other facilities at the seat
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of government[.] ONLY. NO JUDGE SHALL HAVE CHAMBERS OR

FACI LI TI ES OTHER THAN THOSE PROVI DED AT THE PENNSYLVAN A

JUDI Cl AL CENTER. The intention of this provision is to render

the court and the judges thereof as avail abl e}, except as

provi ded in subsection (b) [or as otherwi se provided in this
title,] at the seat of government for the conduct of routine and
energency judicial business—fas would be the case if the
jurisdiction of the court were exercised by the Court of Conmon
Pl eas of Dauphin County.

(b) Oher sessions.--Wthin the [imts of available
appropriations, [special] sessions of the court may be held from
time to tine for the conveni ence of parties or wtnesses, or
both, in the interest of justice, in such judicial districts of
t his Cormonweal th as nmake avail able wi thout cost to the
Commonweal th suitable courtroom and rel at ed physi cal

facilities[. The court shall also sit in the cities of],

I NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO Phil adel phia and Pittsburgh.}
Section # 6. Sections 701(b) and 726 of Title 42 are
r epeal ed.
Section 8 7. Sections 1701, 1702, 1703, 1721, 1722, 1901,
1903 and 3701 of Title 42 are anmended to read:
§ 1701. Ceneral supervisory and admi nistrative authority of

[the Suprenme Court] Judicial Council.

The [ Suprene Court] Judicial Council shall exercise general

supervi sory and adm nistrative authority over the unified
judicial systemand in aid thereof shall have the powers
specified in Subchapter B (relating to specific powers of the
governing authority of the system

§ 1702. Rule making procedures.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Subject to the provisions of subsection
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(b), the [Supreme Court] Judicial Council and all agencies or

units of the unified judicial system when exercising the power
to adopt general rules or other orders in the nature of

regul ations [pursuant to the authority of the Suprene Court
under section 1721 (relating to del egation of powers)] shall be
an agency within the neaning of the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.769, No.240), known as the ["] Commbnweal th Docunents
Law,["] and shall be subject to all of the provisions of such
act except section 205 (relating to approval as to legality).
Al'l such general rules and orders shall be published pursuant to
Part Il of Title 45 (relating to publication and effectiveness
of Conmonweal th Docunents).

(b) Scope.--The provisions of subsection (a) shall apply
only to a rule or order adopted pursuant to the follow ng
provisions of this title or which is otherw se based in whole or
in part upon authority conferred by any provision of this title
or by other statutory authority:

FSection 503 (relating to reassignnment of matters).} <—
Section 1722(b) (relating to enforcenent and effect of
orders and process).
Section 1722(c) (relating to time limtations).
Section 1725 (relating to establishment of fees and

char ges).

Section 1726 (relating to establishnment of taxable
costs).
Section 1728 (relating to recognition of rel ated

or gani zati ons).

The provisions of subsection (a) shall also apply to other rules
and orders to the extent prescribed by general rule.

§ 1703. Meeting procedures.
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The [ Suprene Court] Judicial Council and all other agencies

and units of the unified judicial system when exercising the
powers to recomrend or adopt general rules or other orders in
the nature of regul ations shall be an agency within the neaning
of the act of July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175), referred to as

t he Public Agency Open Meeting Law.

§ 1721. Del egation of powers.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The [Suprene Court] Judicial Council may

fromtime to tine delegate to any agency or unit of the unified
judicial systemsuch of the supervisory and adm ni strative

powers of the [court] Judicial Council, including the powers

specified in this subchapter, as may be specified by general
rul e.

(b) Exception.--Any power based in whole or in part upon
authority conferred by any provision of this title or other

statutory authority shall not be del egated by the [ Suprene

Court] Judicial Council to any agency or unit other than:

(1) A Statew de council which neets the requirenents of
section 3529(d) (relating to definition).

(2) The Court Adm nistrator of Pennsyl vani a.

(3) Any other government unit within the system created
by the Constitution of Pennsylvania or by statute. A body
created pursuant to section 1730 (relating to boards,
councils, conm ssions and comrittees), other than the counci
speci fied by paragraph (1), shall not be deened to be created
by statute for the purposes of this paragraph.

(4) The Judicial Council shall not del egate any of its

authority to the Suprene Court.

§ 1722. Adoption of adm nistrative and procedural rules.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The governing authority shall have the
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power to prescribe and nodify general rules governing:

(1) Practice, procedure and the conduct of all courts,
district justices and all officers serving process or
enforcing orders of any court or district justice and for
adm ssion to the bar and to practice |law, and the
adm nistration of all courts and the supervision of al
of ficers of the judicial branch, if such rules are consistent
with the Constitution of Pennsylvania and neither abridge,
enl arge nor nodify the substantive rights of any litigant,
nor affect the right of the General Assenbly to determi ne the
jurisdiction of any court or district justice, nor suspend
nor alter any statute of limtation or repose. [All statutes
shall be suspended to the extent that they are inconsistent
with rules prescribed under this paragraph.]

(2) The prescription of canons of ethics applicable to
judges and district justices and the prescription of rules or
canons applicable to the activities of all other personnel of
the system

(3) Procedure under section 18 of Article V of the
Constitution of Pennsylvani a.

(4) Procedure under section 18 of Article V of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania for the suspension, renoval,

di sci pline and conpul sory retirenent of district justices.

(5) Any matter which is specifically authorized by
statute to be governed by general rules.

[ A governing authority other than the Supreme Court shall not
have power to prescribe general rules for assignment or

reassi gnment of classes of matters anong the several courts and
district justices under section 503 (relating to reassignnment of

matters) or otherw se. |
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1 (b) Enforcenent and effect of orders and process.--To the

2 extent, if any, that such powers shall not be conferred by the

3 provisions of subsection (a)(1l) and (5), the governing authority
4 shall have power to prescribe and nodify general rules,

5 consistent with this title and any other applicabl e unrepeal ed

6 statute, governing:

7 (1) The effect of judgnments and other orders of, and the
8 right to and effect of attachnents and ot her process issuing
9 out of, a tribunal, and the manner of the enforcenent of any
10 thereof, including the time during which and the property

11 with respect to which they shall be a lien, the relative

12 priority of liens and other clainms, stays of execution which
13 may or shall be granted, satisfaction of judgnents and

14 di ssolution of attachnents, and all other matters relating to
15 j udgnments and ot her orders and attachnents and ot her process
16 whi ch have been regul ated heretofore by statute.

17 (2) The powers and duties of system and rel ated

18 per sonnel serving process or enforcing orders, insofar as

19 such powers and duties relate to the custody of and the
20 judicial sale or other disposition of property of judgnment
21 debtors and other property within the jurisdiction of a
22 tribunal. Any such systemor related personnel who shal
23 conply with the provisions of such rules shall be free from
24 all liability to any person with respect to action in
25 pur suance of such rul es.
26 A statute shall be repealed for the purposes of this subsection
27 only if it has been expressly repeal ed absolutely or insofar as
28 inconsistent with general rules prescribed pursuant to this
29 subsecti on.
30 (c) Tinme limtations.--The governing authority shall have
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power to prescribe and nodify general rules:
(1) On any subject covered by Subchapter D of Chapter 55
(relating to appeal s).

(2) Specifying the tinme within which a matter nust be

1

2

3

4

5 commenced under section 708 (relating to inprovident

6 adm ni strative appeals and other matters) or otherw se

7 objecting to a determ nation of a governnment unit.

8 The provisions of Chapter 55 (relating to limtation of tine)
9 and all other statutes shall be suspended to the extent that
10 they are inconsistent with rules prescribed under this

11 subsection. The intention of this subsection is to authorize the
12 governing authority to develop and nmaintain uniformty in tine
13 periods within the scope of this subsection by elimnating

14 statutory tinme limtations which are inconsistent with the

15 general pattern of simlar tine limtations then in effect.

16 8§ 1901. Court Adm nistrator of Pennsyl vani a.

17 The [ Suprene Court] Judicial Council shall appoint and may
18 renove a Court Adm nistrator of Pennsyl vani a.
19 § 1903. Staff.

20 The [ Suprene Court] Judicial Council may appoint such

21 subordinate adm nistrators and staff as may be necessary and
22 proper for the pronpt and proper disposition of the business of
23 all courts and district justices.

24 § 3701. Pennsylvania Judicial Center [(Reserved)].

25 (a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be mai ntai ned by the

26 administrative officer acting through the Departnent of Ceneral

27 Services at the seat of governnent a facility known as the

28 Pennsyl vani a Judicial Center, which shall be part of the

29 facilities of the Commonweal th governnent. The facility shal

30 provide accommobdati ons and supporting facilities and services
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for the follow ng functions, agencies and units of or related to

the unified judicial system

(1) The Judicial Council.

(2) One or nore courtroons for the hol di ng of sessi ons

of the appellate courts, including rel ated conference and

other facilities.

(3) Chanber facilities for justices and judges of the

appell ate courts and their personal staff.

(4) The administrative staff of the appell ate courts.

(5) The Court Adm nistrator of Pennsylvania and staff.

(6) Fhe—StatelLawtLibrary— A LAW LI BRARY

(7)) The offices of those agencies vested with the

authority to investigate and di sci pline judges, justices and

district justices.

(8) The Ofice of the Mnor Judiciary Educati on Board.

(9) The Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssi on on Sent enci ng.

(10) The office of the agency vested with the power to

admit or recommend the adm ssion of persons to the bar and

the practice of | aw.

(11) The office of the agency vested with the power of

di scipline or the power to recomend the di scipline of

attorneys at | aw.

(12) The offices of related organi zati ons (except the

recogni zed conf erence or associ ati on of nenbers of the bar of

this Commonweal th) recogni zed under section 1728 (relating to

recognition of rel ated organi zati ons).

(13) The Ofice of the Pennsylvania Cient Security Fund

(14) Such other functions, agencies and units of or

related to the unified judicial system as nay be desi gnated
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by the governi ng authority and be approved by the CGeneral

Assenbly by | aw.

(b)Y Location.--The facilities of the Pennsyl vani a Judi ci al

Center shall be |located at a common site at the seat of

1

2

3

4

5 governnent in Harrisburg.
6 Section 9 8. Sections 3703 and 3704 of Title 42 are <—
7 repeal ed.

8 Section 46 9. The Departnent of General Services shall <—
9 submt plans to inplenment those provisions of this act relating

10 to the Pennsylvania Judicial Center to the General Assenbly

11 wthin one year of the effective date of this act. The plans

12 shall include, but not be Ilimted to:

13 (1) The possibility and the extent of renovations

14 necessary for the Pennsylvania Judicial Center in existing
15 Commonweal th governnment facilities.

16 (2) The necessity for construction of new facilities.

17 (3) Information as to probable costs and net hods of

18 fi nanci ng.

19 (4) Any other information necessary to effect the pronpt
20 and efficient establishnent of the Pennsylvania Judici al

21 Center at the seat of governnent.

22 Section 2%+ 10. The inplenentation of the anendnent of 42 <—

23 Pa.C S. 88 504, 543, 563 and 3701 shall be dependent upon one of

24 the follow ng:

25 (1) A general fund appropriation.

26 (2) An authorization in a current revenue expenditure

27 act for capital projects.

28 (3) A specific appropriation by the General Assenbly.

29 Section 22 11. This act shall take effect upon the date of <—

30 publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of certification by the
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Secretary of the Commonweal th that a constitutional amendnent

has been FINALLY adopted relating to the follow ng:

(1)
(2)
st at ut es.
(3)
system
(4)
(5)
Court.

The Judi ci al Council .

Resci ndi ng the power of the Suprene Court to suspend

The financial affairs of the unified judicial

The sel ection of the Chief Justice by the Governor.

Abol i shing the King' s Bench power of the Suprene
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