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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /85 %

| NTRODUCED BY T. STEVENSON, BAKER, BALDW N, BASTI AN, BEBKG
JONES, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA,
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MANN, MARKCSEK, McCALL, McGEEHAN, Mcd LL, Ml LHATTAN, MELI G,
R MLLER, MJSTI O NAILCOR O NEILL, PETRARCA, PHI LLIPS,
Pl STELLA, READSHAW REED, ROBERTS, SAI NATO, SATHER, SAYLOR,
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AND DeLUCA, MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, MARCH 14, 2005

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), entitled "An

2 act relating to tax reformand State taxation by codifying

3 and enunerating certain subjects of taxation and inposing

4 t axes thereon; providing procedures for the paynent,

5 col l ection, adm nistration and enforcenent thereof; providing
6 for tax credits in certain cases; conferring powers and

7 i mposi ng duties upon the Departnent of Revenue, certain

8 enpl oyers, fiduciaries, individuals, persons, corporations

9 and other entities; prescribing crinmes, offenses and

10 penal ties,"” authorizing a tax credit for vol unteer

11 firefighters for purposes of personal incone tax.

12 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

13 hereby enacts as foll ows:

14 Section 1. The act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as
15 the Tax Reform Code of 1971, is anmended by adding an article to
16 read:

17 ARTICLE XVIII-C
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VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER TAX CREDI T

Section 1801-C. Short Title.--This article shall be known

and nay be cited as the "Volunteer Firefighter Tax Relief Law. "

Secti on 1802-C. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words, terns and

phrases, when used in this article, shall have the nmeani ngs

ascribed to themin this section, except where the context

clearly indicates a different neaning:

"Departnent” nmeans the Departnment of Revenue of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Firefighting service hour" neans an hour during which a

vol unteer firefighter provides firefighting services in response

to an energency call.

"Secretary" neans the Secretary of Revenue of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Taxpayer" neans an individual who is subject to tax under

Article |11.

"Volunteer firefighter" shall have the sane neani ng gi ven to

it under section 2 of the act of June 11, 1968 (P.L. 149, No. 84),

known as the "Volunteer Firefighters' Relief Association Act."

Section 1803-C. Credit Authorized.--(a) A taxpayer who i s a

vol unteer firefighter, responds to an energency call and has the

t axpayer's nane entered on the fire log in a taxable year nmay

apply for a tax credit fromtax i nposed under Article Ill. By

Sept enber 15, the taxpayer nust subnit an application to the

departnent that sets forth the nunber of firefighting service

hours in the cal endar year that ended in the prior cal endar

year.

(b) A taxpayer that is qualified under subsection (a) shal

receive a volunteer firefighter tax credit for the taxable year

in the anpbunt of the product of:
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(1) the nunber of firefighting service hours tines the

service rate established in accordance with secti on 1804-C; and

(2) the rate of tax established in section 302.

(c) The departnent shall notify the taxpayer of the anount

of credit awarded under this article.

Secti on 1804-C. Est abl i shnent of Service Rate.--The

secretary shall prescribe by requlation a service rate equal to

an anpunt of reasonabl e conpensati on for the services provi ded

by volunteer firefighters. The secretary nay, in his sole

di scretion, by requlati on annually adjust the service rate.

Secti on 1805-C. Report to General Assenbly.--The secretary

shall submt an annual report to the General Assenbly indicating

the effecti veness of the credit provided by this article not

| ater than March 15 following the year in which the credits are

approved. The report shall include the nunber of taxpayers

utilizing the credit as of the date of the report and the nunber

of credits approved and utilized. The report may al so i ncl ude

any recommendati ons for changes in the cal cul ati on or

admi ni stration of the credit.

Secti on 1806-C. Regul ati ons. --The secretary shall pronul gate

requl ati ons necessary for the i npl enmentati on and adm ni strati on

of this article.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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