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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study
and evaluate this Commonweal th's vul nerabilities regarding
its transportation infrastructure to protect the public
safety needs in the event of a natural disaster, a terror
attack or a hazardous materials incident.

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives recogni zes the need to
provi de safety and security to residents of this Conmonwealth in
t he preparedness, prevention and response to terror attacks,
natural disasters and hazardous materials incidents; and

WHEREAS, In the case of a disaster, the responsiveness of
Pennsylvania's local officials and first responders and
transportati on enpl oyees will be of the utnost inportance;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Finance Commttee to conduct a study to
review and eval uate the foll ow ng:

(1) The ability of |ocal governnments to respond to this

Commpnweal th's needs in the event of a terror attack, natural

di saster or hazardous materials incident.



1 (2) The safety and security of the cargo inported into
2 this Commonweal th, including the distribution chain of

3 freight fromports to trucking to railroads and backup

4 systens required to ensure continuous operation of critical
5 elements in the event of an incident;

6 and be it further

7 RESCLVED, That the study include, in addition, a separate

8 assessnment for freight and intercity passenger rai

9 transportation and a prioritized reconmendation for:

10 (1) Inproving the security of rail infrastructure and
11 facilities, termnals, tunnels, rail bridges, rail swtching
12 areas and other areas as posing significant rail-rel ated

13 risks to public safety and the novenment of interstate

14 commerce, taking into account the inpact that any proposed
15 security measure m ght have on the provision of rail service.
16 (2) Training railroad enployees in terrorismresponse
17 activities, including provision of protective cl ot hing,

18 participation in exercises with county or regional task

19 forces and depl oyi ng chem cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons
20 det ecti on equi prent.
21 (3) Passenger and cargo security protection systens,
22 i ncluding, but not limted to, passenger and cargo screeni ng,
23 procedural policies, comrunication systens and emnergency
24 response pl anning;

25 and be it further

26 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the

27 Legislative Budget and Finance Commttee to conduct a

28 transportation infrastructure vulnerability assessnent to

29 evaluate this Commonweal th's preparedness to neet safety and

30 security needs of the public in the event of a natural disaster,
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terror attack or hazardous materials incident; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee

make a report of its findings and recomendations to the Speaker

of the House of Representatives and to the Professional

Li censure Committee within six nonths of the adoption of this

resolution and issue interimreports to the Speaker of the House

of Representatives and the Professional Licensure Conmmittee as
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it deens necessary.
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