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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 501 5

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, CALTAGQ RONE, SCAVELLO, BENN NGHOFF,
CAPPELLI, HARRI'S, T. STEVENSON, HERSHEY, d NGRI CH, CLYMER,
STERN, DALLY, CREIGHTON AND E. Z. TAYLOR, FEBRUARY 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, FEBRUARY 14, 2005

1
2
3
4
5
6
5
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), entitled
"An act reformng the I aw on nedical professional liability;
providing for patient safety and reporting; establishing the
Patient Safety Authority and the Patient Safety Trust Fund;
abrogating regul ations; providing for nedical professional
liability informed consent, damages, expert qualifications,
limtations of actions and nedical records; establishing the
I nterbranch Comm ssi on on Venue; providing for nedical
professional liability insurance; establishing the Medical
Care Availability and Reduction of Error Fund; providing for
nmedi cal professional liability clains; establishing the Joint
Underwriting Association; regulating nedical professional
l[iability insurance; providing for medical |icensure
regul ation; providing for adm nistration; inmposing penalties;
and maki ng repeals,” further providing for nedical
professional liability insurance.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 711(a) of the act of March 20, 2002
(P.L.154, No.13), known as the Medical Care Availability and
Reduction of Error (Mare) Act, is anmended and the section is
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 711. Medical professional liability insurance.

(a) Requirenment.--[A] Except as set forth in subsection
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(d.1), a health care provider providing health care services in
t his Commonweal th shall:

(1) purchase nedical professional liability insurance
froman insurer which is |icensed or approved by the
departnment; or

(2) provide self-insurance.

* * %

(d.1) Option.--For cal endar year 2005, and each year

thereafter, a health care provider, other than a hospital, that

woul d ot herwi se be required to annually insure or self-insure

its professional liability in the anount nandated by this

section may el ect not to be insured or self-insured in the

mandat ed anount if the health care provider has so indicated in

witing to the board that |icenses the health care provider. The

l'i censing board may develop a formfor this purpose.

(d.2) Prohibited requirenents.--Upon the effective date of

this subsecti on, no person, other than a patient of a health

care provider, may directly or indirectly require a health care

provider to insure or self-insure its professional liability in

any anpbunt. Requirenents prohibited by this subsecti on i ncl ude:

(1) A requirenent by a hospital that a physici an

mai ntain professional liability insurance or self-insurance

as a condition of nedical staff menbership or clinical

privil eges.

(2) A requirenent by a health i nsurance plan that a

physi ci an maintain professional liability i nsurance or self-

i nsurance as a condition of participating in the health

pl an's provi der networKk.

(3) A requirenent by a health i nsurance plan that an

enroll ee use a health care provider that naintains
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professional liability i nsurance or self-insurance as a

condi ti on of cover age.

* * %
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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