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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Board of Medicine in consultation with the Board
of Pharmacy to study the sale of prescription drugs in this

Commonweal th via the Internet.

WHEREAS, Anong the inroads the Internet is nmaking in
nmedi ci ne, patients can comrunicate with their doctors through
el ectronic mail, order prescription refills through on-Iline
phar maci es and access nedical journals 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week; and

WHEREAS, Despite these and ot her enhancenents in accessing
heal th care professionals and nedical information, the Internet
has made it possible for American consunmers to purchase powerful
prescription drugs, including some not yet approved for sale in
the United States, w thout seeing a doctor; and

WHEREAS, Supporters of Internet sales of prescription drugs

argue that consuners are know edgeabl e enough to buy nedi ci nes

over the Internet and that patients should be free to purchase
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certain drugs wthout the inconvenience or enbarrassnent of in-
person doctor visits; and

WHEREAS, Many health care experts and Governnent regul ators
fear that the growing trend toward purchasing prescription drugs
over the Internet could endanger or kill patients; and

WHEREAS, It is illegal for doctors to prescribe drugs in a
state where they are not licensed to practice, and |licensed
doctors nust neet standards of care that in nost states require
a doctor-patient relationship to prescribe drugs; and

WHEREAS, These | aws and regul ations were witten before
wi despread use of the Internet; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
direct the Board of Medicine in consultation with the Board of
Pharmacy to study the sale of prescription drugs in this
Commonweal th via the Internet; and be it further

RESCLVED, That all Commonweal th agencies, upon request,
assi st the boards for the purposes of the study; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Board of Medicine in consultation with the
Board of Pharnmacy report findings, reconmendati ons and any
proposed | egislation to the General Assenbly within one year of

adoption of this resolution.
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