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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 304 55

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, VEON, LESCOVI TZ, STABACK, JADLOW EC, LYNCH,
BUNT, BOYES, WOGAN, M COZZIE, SANTONI, S. H SM TH,
D. W SNYDER, ROBERTS, LAUB, WXN AK, HASAY, STURLA,
LAUGHLI N, PRESTON, LEH, DALEY AND McCALL, APRIL 18, 1994

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 18, 1994
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorial i zing Congress to repeal those sections of a recently
passed Federal mandate requiring a percentage of Federal
hi ghway funds to be transferred from states which do not
enact statutes requiring the use of helnmets by notorcyclists.
WHEREAS, The 10t h anendnent to the United States
Constitution, part of the original Bill of R ghts, reads as
foll ows, "The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved
to the states respectively, or to the people”; and
WHEREAS, The limts on Congress' authority to regulate states
activities, prescribed by the 10th anendnment, have gradually
been eroded, and Federal mandates to the states which infringe
on these protected areas have becone al nost commonpl ace; and
WHEREAS, The regulation of traffic and notor vehicle safety
laws is constitutionally the province of state, not
congressional, authority; and

WHEREAS, A recently passed Federal nmandate would require a

per cent age of Federal highway funds to be transferred from
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states which do not enact statutes requiring the use of helnets
by notorcyclists by October 1, 1994; and

WHEREAS, While the stated goals of such Federal nandates, to
reduce highway fatalities and injuries through increased use of
notorcycle helnets, is certainly praise worthy, it is the
opi nion of this General Assenbly that the passage of such
| egislation by the United States Congress woul d be a bl atant
transgressi on upon the states' regulatory authority under the
10t h amendnment; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the United States
Congress to repeal those sections of the Federal nandate which
i nfringe upon the states' constitutional authority to regul ate
traffic and notor vehicle safety within their respective
boundari es and, specifically, to refrain from mandating the
passage of state laws requiring the use of notorcycle helnmets or
precluding their repeal; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the
President Pro Tenpore of the United States Senate and to each
menber of the Pennsyl vani a Congressional del egation, urging them
in the performance of their elected responsibilities to protect
and strengthen the position of the states in the Federal union,
avoi d intrusion upon states prerogatives and afford protection

to the proper governing authorities of the states.
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