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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Petitioning the Congress of the United States to propose an
amendnment to the Constitution of the United States for

subm ssion to the states to establish a nmechanismfor

nullification of Federal |aws and regul ati ons where the

states determ ne that such | aws or regul ati ons exceed the
authority of the Federal Government under the Constitution of
the United States.

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnent was established by the states
through ratification of the Constitution of the United States;
and

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnment was granted certain limted
powers under the Constitution of the United States to act as the
agent of the states and of the people; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States requires,
under the Tenth Amendnent, that: "The powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the

peopl e"; and

WHEREAS, By the actions of Congress, the Federal Governnent
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has usurped powers reserved to the states and to the people; and

WHEREAS, By the actions of the Executive, the Federal
Gover nment has usurped powers reserved to the states and to the
peopl e; and

WHEREAS, By the actions of the Judiciary, the Federal
Gover nment has usurped powers reserved to the states and to the
peopl e; and

WHEREAS, By the conbined actions of the Congress, the
Executive and the Judiciary, the principal-agent relationship
established by the Constitution of the United States has been
effectively reversed, as the Federal Governnent has arrogated to
itself the role of principal; and

WHEREAS, It has beconme custonmary for the Federal Judiciary to
possess the ultimate authority to interpret the nmeaning of the
Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Reliance upon the Federal Judiciary, itself a branch
of the Federal CGovernnent, has inappropriately del egated
ultimate interpretation of the Constitution of the United States
to the agent, rather than to the principal; and

WHEREAS, Only the principal in a principal-agent relationship
can ultimately interpret the intention of the principal; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Governnment is nore distant fromthe
peopl e than state governnents and is thereby |less efficient and
effective in providing for functions that, under the
Constitution of the United States, were to have been reserved to
the states and to the people; and

WHEREAS, To achi eve governnent of the people, by the people
and for the people, governnment must becone cl oser to the people;
and

WHEREAS, There is a need for an effective nmechani sm by which
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the states may provide ultimate interpretation of their
intentions under the Constitution of the United States;
therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), By the House of
Representatives that the Congress of the United States is hereby
petitioned to propose the Governnment of the People Armendnent to
the Constitution of the United States, for submttal to the
states for ratification, providing for the states to nullify
Federal |aws and regul ations, in such cases as the states deem
t hat the Federal Governnment has exceeded the limts of its
authority; and be it further
RESCLVED, That to achi eve the purpose expressed above, the
Government of the Peopl e Armendnent shall provide that:
(1) Any act of Congress, or provision thereof, shall be
null and void upon the adoption of a Resol ution of
Di sapproval by the legislatures of two-thirds of the states
providing that no nore than five years shall have passed from
t he adoption of the first Resolution of D sapproval by a
state and the requisite nunber of adoptions.
(2) Any regulation, adm nistrative directive or
provi sion thereof shall be null and void upon the adoption of
a Resolution of Disapproval by the |egislatures of two-thirds
of the states where no nore than five years shall have passed
fromthe adoption of the first Resolution of D sapproval by a
state and the requisite nunber of adoptions;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Governnent of the People Amendnent shal
require a Resolution of Disapproval to declare the causes that
i npel the Resolution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Governnent of the People Amendnent shal
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contain reasonable limtations on the use of Resolutions of
Di sapproval with respect to issues of national security; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Governnment of the People Amendnent shall
prohibit judicial review of any matter with respect to the

Government of the People Amendnent or its inplenentation or

~N~ o o~ W ON

oper ati on.
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