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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 99 =55

I NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, CESSAR, COY, GEl ST, HAYES, VEQON,
M HALI CH, LESCOVI TZ, VROON, MCALL, CAPPABI ANCA, PESCI, FEE,
MAYERNI K, BI LLON MARKGCSEK, G GLI OI'Tl, LEVDANSKY, DALEY,
TRELLO, HESS, COLAI ZZO, COHEN, W LLIAM5, KAI SER, STEELMNAN,
CARONE, STURLA, JAMES, HALUSKA, OLASZ, LaGROTTA, BLAUM
HAYDEN, McNALLY, Cl VERA, SCRI MENTI, PETRONE, M CGEEHAN,
JOHNSQON, SALOOM KRUSZEWBKI, PI STELLA, FREENMAN, CAWEY,
LAUGHLI N, DeLUCA, BOALEY, STABACK, HECKLER, FAJT, WAMBACH,
LI NTON, VAN HORNE, LANGTRY, MELIO Tl GUE, CORNELL, FOX|
HANNA, TELEK, STEI GHNER, CGEORGE, FARGO, NAILOR, CARLSOQON,
CONELL, RUDY, M CHLOVIC, KUKOVICH, CRU TZA, PRESTON, SURRA,
COLAFELLA, CLARK, WOZNI AK, NOYE, VANCE, DERMCDY, HERMAN,
LLOYD, D. R WRI GHT, BROW, ROEBUCK, DONATUCCI, KASUN C, LEH,
GAMBLE, MUNDY, DEMPSEY, JARCLIN, KING TULLI, BOYES, EVANS,
BLACK, BATTI STO, STAIRS, DURHAM FAI RCH LD, BELARDI, | TKI N,
STUBAN, S. H SM TH, BUNT, B. SM TH, MARSI CO, SCHEETZ,
BARLEY, G SNYDER, LAWESS, CHADW CK, TOW.I NSON, HAGARTY,
STETLER, NAHI LL, ANDERSON, FLEAGLE AND LUCYK, APRIL 22, 1991

ADOPTED, APRIL 22, 1991
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A RESOLUTI ON

Qpposi ng any increase in truck size and wei ght.

VHEREAS, Under current Federal |aw, states nust allow at
| east 48-foot semitrailers and 28.5-foot twin trailers on
interstate highways; no state weight Iimt can be |less than
80, 000 pounds; and states may determ ne the extent to which they
"grandfather” truck wei ghts higher than those all owed under
Federal |aw, and

WHEREAS, The trucking industry is considering seeking Federal

statutory increases in truck size and wei ghts which would apply
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to all states as part of the reauthorization of the Surface
Transportation Uni form Rel ocati on Assi stance Act of 1987 (Public
Law 100-17, 101 Stat. 132); and

WHEREAS, |f the statutory increases cannot be obtained, the
trucking industry will request a special permtting systemthat
woul d, given past legislative history, result in future Federal
statutory increases; and

WHEREAS, According to the 1988 data fromthe Fatal Acci dent
Reporting System (FARS), nore than 100, 000 people were injured
and 4,500 others were killed in crashes involving trucks; and

WHEREAS, Passengers of other vehicles were killed in truck-
rel ated crashes nore often (84% of the truck-related fatalities)
t han were truck drivers; and

WHEREAS, Studi es have shown that |onger trucks are nore
likely to have rear trailer separation, nore trailer sway and
| ow speed offtracking than do shorter conbination trucks; and

WHEREAS, Seventy-six percent of the trucks in truck-rel ated
crashes had broken, substandard or defective parts, and 41% of
them were i medi ately ordered out of service; and

WHEREAS, The Insurance Institute for H ghway Safety has found
that double and triple trailers are two to three tinmes nore
likely to be involved in crashes than standard trucks; and

WHEREAS, Large trucks are not required to have antil ock
brakes or satisfy many of the safety standards required for
passenger vehicles; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives oppose any
increase in truck size or weight until it can be shown that
| arger, heavier trucks are safe and urge the Federal Governnent
to continue to research the safety of large trucks; and be it

further
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives firmy suggest
that this nmatter be resolved within the Congress and that the
Congress retain its responsibility to resolve this matter and
not del egate the decision to the individual states through a
special permtting process; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House Committee on Federal -State Rel ations
clearly express the concerns of the House of Representatives on

this issue at its next neeting with the Pennsylvani a
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Congressi onal del egation; and be it further
10 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
11 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

12 nmenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.

C18L82PJP/ 19910H0099R1435 - 3 -



