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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 68 5

| NTRODUCED BY TULLI, BUXTON, E. Z. TAYLOR, M COHEN, STAI RS
W LT, BELARDI, BAKER, BELFANTI, CURRY, FICHTER, FLEAG.E
HARHAI , HERVAN, S. M LLER, PESCI, READSHAW ROCSS, SATHER
SHANER, STABACK, STERN, SURRA, THOVAS, TIGUE, TRELLO,
C. WLLIAMS, YOUNGBLOOD, B. SM TH, MELI O, RAMOS AND SOLGOBAY,
JANUARY 20, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 20, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” mandating that all school districts
provide instruction for the safe driving of notor vehicles;
further providing for paynment for driver-education prograrns;
and maki ng an editorial change.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1519 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended Cctober 21, 1965 (P.L.601, No.312) and January 26, 1966
(1965 P.L.1620, No.574), is anended to read:

Section 1519. Teaching of Safe Driving of Mdtor Vehicles.--

(a) [Any] Every school district [may] shall provide for the
teaching of safe driving of notor vehicles in the elenentary and
secondary schools of the district or in the secondary school s

only, in accordance with the standardi zed program established by
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the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education. The classroom

and practical instruction shall be conducted by a certified

teacher. In the case of pupils under the age of sixteen (16)
years, such instruction shall be limted to class room
instruction [by those who shall possess the qualifications
prescri bed by the State Board of Education]. In the case of
pupils of the age of sixteen (16) years and over, the
instruction [may] shall include practical instruction in the
operation of notor vehicles on the public highways, or other
pl aces, selected by the board of school directors or by the
princi pal of the school where the instruction is given.

(b) The board of school directors [may] shall enpl oy [and

fix the conpensation of qualified] persons certified as teachers

under this act to teach the practical operation of notor

vehi cl es on the highways, or el sewhere, who shall possess the

qual i fications prescribed by the State Board of Educati on.

Teacher aides enployed prior to July 1, 1999, may be used in the
practice driving phase of the standardi zed programin the public

school s of the Commponweal th. After July 1, 1999, all qualified

persons shall be certified teachers. The [ Superintendent of

Public Instruction] Secretary of Education shall, upon the

request of the | ocal chief school adm nistrator for enploynent
of a teacher [aid] aide, provide for an oral exam nation, a
witten theoretical exam nation and a practical exam nation. In
addition, the applicant shall possess the foll ow ng
qualifications: (1) satisfactory conpletion of the exam nation

provi ded by the [ Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary

of Education, (2) possess a high school diplom, (3) have a
not or vehicle operator's record free of violation of "The

Vehi cl e Code" and other traffic laws and free of accidents, (4)
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conpleted a three-credit course in driver education, (5) shal
conpl ete an additional nine hours of credit in General and
Traffic Safety Education within a three year period of

enpl oynment, and (6) shall be eligible according to the

provi sions in section 1209 of the "Public School Code of 1949."

The board of school directors [may] shall purchase, rent [or],

hire or otherw se provide notor vehicles for such instruction

only and shall procure or require autonobile liability insurance
in such anpbunts as the board of school directors shall prescribe
covering vehicles owned or operated pursuant to this section.
Such insurance shall be for the public liability of the owner of
t he vehicle, when the owner is sone one other than the school
district, the enploye of the school district, the enploye of the
owner and the pupil operating the vehicle, against clainms for
damages, for injuries to person or property. No liability shal
attach to any individual, school director, superintendent,
teacher or other school authority by reason of teaching safe
driving, except that which is protected by the autonobile
liability insurance policies which are procured by reason of the
authority granted herein.

(c) The board of school directors [may] shall appropriate
and expend noney of the school district for the purpose of

payi ng the conpensation of the instructors and to purchase, rent

[or], hire or otherw se provide notor vehicles, autonobile

liability insurance and to maintain and repair the sane and to
purchase fuel, lubricants, parts and accessories therefor.
Section 2. Section 2504.1 of the act, anended January 24,
1966 (1965 P.L. 1506, No.528), is anmended to read:
Section 2504.1. Paynents on Account of Standardized Driver-

Educati on Programns.--Every school district or joint school
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organi zati on conplying with the standardi zed driver-education

program establi shed by the departnment and whi ch has expended

nmoney for the purpose of paying the conpensation of instructors

and to purchase, rent, hire or otherw se provide notor vehicles,

autonpbile liability i nsurance and to naintain and repair the

sane and to purchase fuel, lubricants, parts and accessori es

therefor shall be paid, by the Conmonwealth fromthe Mtor
Li cense Fund, an anount to be determined by nultiplying the
nunber of pupils who have conpl eted the high school standardized
driver-education program conducted by any given school district
or joint school organization by a basic figure of thirty-five

($35) dollars per student[.] and the actual costs of

instructors, vehicles, insurance and mai nt enance, | ubricants,

parts and accessori es.

Section 3. This act shall be applicable to the school year
1999- 2000 and each school year thereafter.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imedi ately.
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