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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. S ~Toas

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and Senate:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he House of Representatives and Senate for the purpose of
considering House Bill No. 5, entitled:
"An act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dat ed Statutes, ADD NG A—BEFHNHHEN DEFI NI TI ONS; FURFHER

FNSPEGH—G*J—FEES— FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR CERTAI N B(J\IDI NG

REQUI REMENTS; RESTRI CTI NG THE OPERATI ONS OF CERTAIN

COVBI NATI ONS; further providing for the I ength AND W DTH of
certain vehicles; REGULATI NG CERTI FI CATI ON OF CERTAI N AUTO

| NSPECTI ON MECHANI CS; ANP AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR CERTAI N
VEEI GHT LI M TATI ONS. PROVHBHNGA—PENAETY-—ANBMAKINGA—REPEAL, '

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

JOSEPH A, PETRARCA
FRANK J. PI STELLA
RI CHARD A. GEI ST

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)

ROBERT J. KUSSE
FRANK J. O CONNELL
VI NCENT J. FUMO

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli dated

Statutes, adding definitions; further providing for certain

bondi ng requirenments; restricting the operations of certain

conbi nations; further providing for the Iength and wi dth of
certain vehicles; regulating certification of certain auto

i nspection nmechanics; further providing for certain weight

[imtations; and requiring axle tax markers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "registered gross weight" in
section 102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes is anmended and the section is amended by addi ng
definitions to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when

used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly

i ndi cates otherw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

* * %

"Converter gear." A trailer designed and used exclusively to

tow a semtrailer by nounting the semtrailer on the fifth wheel

of the converter gear. The termincludes the terns "auxiliary

axle" and "jeep dolly."

* * %

"Regi stered gross wei ght."
(1) The maxi num gross wei ght at which a vehicle or
conbination is registered in this Conmonwealth to operate

upon a hi ghway, which shall include the weight at which a

vehicle or conbination is reqistered for operation in this

Commpnweal th under any system of proportional registration

pur suant to Subchapter C of Chapter 61 (relating to
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reci procity).

(2) For the purposes of Chapter 49 (relating to size,

wei ght and | oad), Chapter 99 (relating to axle tax for

hi ghway bri dge i nprovenent) and the definition of "notor

carrier vehicle," if there is no reqi stered gross wei ght as

defined in paragraph (1), then the termshall nean the

maxi num gr oss wei ght at which a vehicle or conbi nati on

regi stered in another state is regi stered or otherw se

aut hori zed to operate by such state.

* * %

"Terminal." A facility, to or fromwhich a conbination i s

actually en route for | oadi ng, unloadi ng, breaki ng down or

storing, which has adequate off-hi ghway parki ng, naneuveri ng and

vehicl e storage area to which vehicles can obtain access and

egress w thout backing fromor onto a hi ghway, street or public

"Tow dolly." A trailer designed and used exclusively to tow

anot her vehicle by nounting its front or rear wheels on the tow

dolly while the other wheels of the towed vehicle remain in

contact with the ground.

* * %

Section 2. Section 4702.1 of Title 75 is anended to read:
8§ 4702.1. Limted liability of inspection station or mechanic.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An inspection conducted pursuant to

section 4702(a) (relating to annual inspection) shall not be
construed as a guaranty of the safety of any vehicle and neither
the official inspection station issuing the certificate of

i nspection nor the official inspection nmechanic performng the

i nspection shall be |iable to the owner or occupants of any

19830H0005B1404 - 2 -
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i nspected vehicle for any damages caused by the failure or

mal function of that vehicle or to the owner or occupants of any
vehicle involved in an accident with that inspected vehicle or
to any pedestrian injured in the accident unless it can be shown
by a preponderance of the evidence that the failure was caused
by the negligence of the inspection station or nechanic.

(b)Y Prior certification.--lnspection nechanics certified as

to training, qualifications and conpetence, prior to January 1,

1983, shall be deened to have conplied wi th departnental

requl ati ons and shall be authorized to conduct notor vehicle

i nspecti ons wi thout reapplication for certification.

Section 3. Section 4904 of Title 75 is anmended by addi ng
subsections to read:

8 4904. Limts on nunber of towed vehicl es.

* * %

(e) Two-trailer conbinations on interstate and desi gnat ed

pri mary hi ghways. - - Conbi nati ons consi sting of a truck tractor

and two trailers may only be driven as described in section 4908

(relating to operation of certain conbinati ons on i nterstate and

certain primry hi ghways).

(f) Tow dollies and converter gears.--A tow dolly or

converter gear nmay be towed by a notor vehicle for the purpose

of towi ng anot her vehicle, provided the conbi nati on neets al

requi renents of section 4905 (relating to safety requirenents

for towed vehicles) and separate |lighting equi pnent is displayed

on the rear of a towed notor vehicle. A converter gear may al so

be towed enpty behind a conbi nati on consi sting of a truck

tractor and senmitrailer

Section 4. Title 75 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 4908. (Operation of certain conbinations on interstate and

19830H0005B1404 - 3 -
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certain primry hi ghways.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Conbinations authori zed by secti on

4904(e) (relating to limts on nunber of towed vehicles) to have

two trailers, or by section 4923(b)(6) (relating to | ength of

vehicles) to exceed the length limtation for conbi nati ons, nay

be driven only on the types of hi ghways and under the

limtati ons set forth bel ow

(1) On a designated network consisting of all interstate

hi ghways and portions of Federal aid prinmary hi ghways havi ng

at | east a 48-foot-wi de roadway or two 24-foot-w de roadways

and desi gnated by the departnent as capable of safely

acconmmpbdati ng such vehi cl es.

(2) Between the designated network and either of the

(i) Atermnal or a facility for food, fuel, repair

or rest having an entrance within two-tenths of a nile of

the nearest ranp or intersection, but only on hi ghways

having | anes at | east 12 feet wide, and only if the

facility meets the criteria for off-street parking,

maneuveri ng and vehicle storage area for term nals.

(ii) A termnal which can safely and reasonably be

accessed usi ng hi ghways approved under subsection (d).

(b) Household goods carriers.--In addition to the operations

aut hori zed in subsection (a), a household goods carri er,

consisting of a truck tractor and either of the foll ow ng:

(1) A single trailer, which exceeds the naxi nrum | ength

for conbinati ons established in section 4923(a), nay be

driven between the desi gnated network and a point of | oadi ng

or unl oadi ng whi ch can safely and reasonably be accessed.

(2) Two trailers, may be driven between the desi gnat ed

19830H0005B1404 - 4 -
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network and a point of |oading or unloadi ng which can safely

and reasonably be accessed usi ng hi ghways approved under

subsection (d) for the particul ar novenent.

(c) Nearby termnals and facilities.--Were one or nore

termnals or facilities for food, fuel, repair or rest along a

hi ghway having | anes at | east 12 feet wide are in cl ose

proximty to a termnal or facility which is within two-tenths

of anmle of the designated network, all of such term nals and

facilities shall be deened to be within twd-tenths of a nmle of

t he desi gnat ed networ k.

(d) Route approval.--Approval of a route under subsection

(a)(2)(ii) or (b)(2) shall be obtained fromthe:

(1) City in the case of any highway in a city.

(2) Departnent in the case of a State highway not in a

city, except that the departnent will, upon request, del egate

authority to approve routes under this subsection to a

muni ci pality which has been del egated authority to i ssue

permits in accordance with section 420 of the act of June 1,

1945 (P.L.1242, No.428), known as the State H ghway Law.

(3) Minicipality in the case of a |local highway not in a

city.
(e) Notice.--

(1) The departnent shall publish the desi gnated network

establi shed in subsection (a)(1) in the Pennsyl vania Bull etin

as a notice under 45 Pa.C. S. 8 725(a)(3) (relating to

addi ti onal contents of Pennsylvania Bulletin), and will al so

forward the desi gnated network to trucki ng conpani es and

associ ati ons and other interested parties, upon request.

(2) Approval of a route under subsection (a)(2)(ii)

shall be effective upon notice by the approving authority to

19830H0005B1404 - 5 -
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the person who requested it. Notice of the approval shal

al so be given to State and affected | ocal police, and shal

be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin within ten days as

a notice under 45 Pa.C.S. § 725(a)(3).

(3) Approval of a route under subsection (b)(2) shall be

effecti ve upon notice by the approving authority to the

person who requested it. Notice of the approval shall al so be

given to State and affected | ocal police and shall be

published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin within ten days.

(f) Revocation of route approval.--The authority which

approved a route under subsection (a)(2)(ii) may revoke the

route approval if it deternines that the route or sone portion

of it cannot safely and reasonably acconmmpbdate conbi nati ons

aut hori zed to exceed | ength or nunber of trailer linmtations.

Notice of the revocati on shall be published in the Pennsyl vani a

Bulletin as a notice under 45 Pa.C.S. 8 725(a)(3) and shall be

effective 15 days after such publication, except that the

posting authority may effect an earlier revocati on by posting

signs to indicate the revocation. Witten notice of the

revocati on shall also be given to the person who requested the

route approval and to State and affected | ocal police.

Section 5. Section 4921(a) of Title 75 is anmended to read:
§ 4921. Wdth of vehicles.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The total outside width of a vehicle,
i ncludi ng any | oad, shall not exceed eight feet except as

otherwi se provided in this section. Wile operating as provided

in section 4908 (relating to operati on of certain conbi nati ons

on interstate and certain primary hi ghways), the total w dth of

a vehicle shall not exceed ei ght and one-half feet, except as

ot herwi se provided in this section.

19830H0005B1404 - 6 -
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* * %

Section 6. Sections 4923, 4943(a) and 9904 of Title 75 are
amended to read:
§ 4923. Length of vehicles.

(a) General rule.--[No] Except as provided in subsection

(b), no notor vehicle, including any | oad and bunpers, shal

exceed an overall length of 40 feet, and no conbi nati on,
i ncludi ng any | oad and bunpers, shall exceed an overall |ength
of 60 feet.

(b) Exceptions.--The Iimtations of (a) do not apply to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Any notor vehicle equi pped with a boomor boomlike
device if the vehicle does not exceed 55 feet.

(2) Any conbination transporting articles which do not
exceed 70 feet in length and are nondivisible as to | ength.

(3) Any bus of an articul ated design which does not
exceed 60 feet.

(4) Any notor vehicle towi ng a disabled notor vehicle to
a location for repair or to sonme other place of safety.

(5) A conbination desi gned and used excl usively for

carrying notor vehicles if the overall |ength of the

conbi nati on and | oad does not exceed 65 feet.

(6) Any conbination consisting of a truck tractor and

one or two trailers, when driven as described in secti on 4908

(relating to operation of certain conbinati ons on interstate

and certain primary hi ghways), provided that, except when

bei ng operated as a part of a conbination of a tractor and

single trail er not exceeding an overall |length of 60 feet,

the length of a single trailer shall not exceed 48 feet and

the |l ength of each double trailer shall not exceed 28 feet.

19830H0005B1404 - 7 -



8§ 4943. Maxi mum axl e wei ght of vehicles.
(a) GCeneral rule.--No vehicle or conbination driven upon a
hi ghway shall have a wei ght upon any axle in excess of the
| esser of the manufacturer's rated axle capacity or the
foll ow ng applicabl e wei ght:
(1) Steering axles.--The maxi mum axl e wei ght upon a
steering axle shall not exceed [18,000] 20,000 pounds.
(2) Oher axles.--
Maxi mum Axl e Wei ght in Pounds Upon:

If the Center-to-Center

Di stance Between the One of Two O her of Two
Near est Adjacent Axles is: Adjacent Axles Adj acent Axl es
Under 6 feet 18, 000 18, 000
6 to 8 feet 18, 000 22,400
Over 8 feet 22,400 22,400
* x *

§ 9904. [Evidence of paynent.

The issuance of a registration card or vehicle identification
mar ker or permt shall be prinma facie evidence that any tax
i nposed by section 9902 (relating to inposition of axle tax) has
been pai d. ]

Axl e tax nmarkers required.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Secretary of Revenue shall provide

axle tax markers for each truck, truck tractor or conbi nation

upon whi ch axle tax has been paid pursuant to section 9902

(relating to inposition of axle tax). The marker nust be affi xed

to the vehicle and di spl ayed as prescri bed by requl ati on pri or

to the operation of the vehicle in this Commobnweal t h.

(b) |ssuance of markers.--The axle tax narker shall be

i ssued for a 12-nonth peri od which coincides with the period of

19830H0005B1404 - 8 -
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validity of either the identification marker or registrati on

referred to in section 9903 (relating to report and paynent of

tax).

(c) Penalty.--Any person who operates or causes to be

operated in this Commpbnweal th any vehicle not displaying the

axle tax marker as required by this section conmts a sunmary

of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced, for a first

offense, to pay a fine of not | ess than $200 nor nore than $500

and, for each subsequent or additional offense, to pay a fine of

not | ess than $300 nor nore than $500 or to inprisonnent for not

nore than 90 days, or both.

(d) Exception.--This section shall not apply to a person

operating a vehicle under a valid pernmt issued pursuant to

section 2102(d)(2) (relating to identification narkers

required).

Section 7. The provisions of sections 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6
insofar as it relates to section 4923 of this anmendatory act
shall be effective only as Iong as Federal |aw or the Federal
H ghway Adm nistration shall require this Conmonwealth to all ow
conbi nations consisting of a truck tractor and two trailers and
conmbi nations in excess of 60 feet in length to be driven on its
hi ghways. Notice of a change in the Federal nandate shall be
publ i shed in the Pennsylvania Bulletin by the Secretary of
Transportation and the provisions of this act shall be void 30
days thereafter.

Section 8  No bond shall be required pursuant to the act of
Decenber 20, 1967 (P.L.869, No.385), known as the Public Wrks
Contractors' Bond Law of 1967, or any other |law for contracts in
an armount of $25,000 or |ess between a prinme contractor and the

Department of Transportation for construction, reconstruction,
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1 alteration, repair or maintenance of highways.

2 Section 9. This act shall take effect imediately.
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